Workshop Session 8
Critical Pedagogy: Abiodun Oyewole
and Lawson Fusao Inada
Video Program Overview
Part I: Cathie Wright-Lewis and her students explore the spoken word tradition and the works of poet Abiodun
Oyewole. Part II: Sandra Childs and her students study the history of Japanese American internment through the
poetry of Lawson Fusao Inada. The students meet Inada and other members of the Japanese American community who were interned.

Theory Overview
Critical pedagogy teaches students to respond to texts not just as literary critics, but as politically aware members of a community. In order to create this kind of classroom, teachers must begin by encouraging students to
read and think critically. Once students develop a means of creative political expression, they can begin to consider how they want their thoughts and words to affect others. As students work to guide their own studies, to critique the political ideologies at work in their communities, and to develop creative dialogues with others, they
become active participants in the classroom and the larger world.
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Workshop Session (On-Site)
Getting Ready—Part I (15 minutes)
Share your thoughts on the following questions about the poems “On the Subway” and “Jones Comin’ Down”:
•

What are some of the political messages in the poems?

•

Which words reveal the time period in which the poems were written?

•

Who is “the man” in “On the Subway”? What’s happening?

•

What is the poem really about?

Watch Part I: Abiodun Oyewole (approximately 30 minutes)
Going Further—Part I (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.
In the broadest sense, spoken word is a contemporary term describing a range of poetry and performance. To really
engage students in spoken word performance structures, teachers can explore the West African griot tradition,
participate in language study and language play, read widely in the political arena and work on dramatic readings
and analysis. —Dale Allender, Associate Executive Director, NCTE
•

What are your reactions to Part I of the workshop session and the way in which the teacher used critical
pedagogy in her classroom?

•

What are some other ways you might engage your students in spoken word?

•

How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom?

•

How might you provide opportunities for publishing students’ work?

•

What are some next steps to this lesson?

Getting Ready—Part II (15 minutes)
There’s a remoteness to history, and to simply know the facts is not always satisfactory. There’s more to life than
that. So you might say I’ve taken matters into my own hands ... taken the camp experience in my hands, stood
in the sun, and held it up to the light. —Lawson Fusao Inada
•

Discuss your reaction to Inada’s poetry and the way in which he has infused historical events and documents into his works.

Watch Part II: Lawson Fusao Inada (approximately 30
minutes)
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Workshop Session (On-Site), cont’d.
Going Further—Part II (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.
•

What are your reactions to Part II of the workshop program and the way in which the teacher used critical
pedagogy in her lesson?

•

How might you create an environment that provides students with a cultural and historical context for the
Japanese American Internment during World War II?

•

How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom when teaching about historical
events or time periods?

•

What are some possible next steps to this lesson?

Wrap Up (On Your Own)
Final Assignment
Go to the Web site at www.learner.org/channel/workshops/hslit and:
•

Review Workshop Session 8: read the theory overview, teaching strategies, information about the authors
and literature, lesson plans, and resources.

Ongoing Activities
•

In your journal, include thoughts, ideas, or questions you might have as you review the online materials and
reflect on the workshop session. Make note of how your participation in the session influenced any experiences in your classroom.

•

Online, click on Reflection/Interactive Forum, an activity that you can use to interpret poems using the pedagogical approaches covered in this workshop. Read one of the two poems featured and respond to the
critical pedagogy questions. Share your answers on the discussion board.

•

Share ideas on Channel-Talkhslit@learner.org.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings

“Drawing the Line” by Lawson Fusao Inada is reprinted with permission from the publisher of Drawing the Line
(Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1997)
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.

“Instructions to All Persons” and “Prologue” by Lawson Fusao Inada are reprinted with permission from the publisher of Legends From Camp (Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1992)
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 8 Readings, cont’d.
On the Subway
On the subway
I dug the man digging on me
But the dude was hung up
In a mass of confusion
As to who I was
He thought he was trying to see
But you see, but you see
Me knowing me
Black proud and determined to be free
Could plainly see my enemy yes
Yes, yes I know him
I once slaved for him body and soul
And made him a pile of black gold
Off the sweat of my labor he stole
But his game his game is old
We’ve broken the mental hold
Things must change
There’s no limit to our range
He can never understand
The new black man
Less lone see us every day
Riding the subway
8th Avenue/7th Avenue/6th Avenue
IND/BMT/IRT
He still hasn’t dug me
He stares endlessly
Blinking (blink blink)
Blink blink/Blink blink
Blink blink/Blink blink
He’s on the brink/About to sink
I ask you
Shall I save him? Can he be saved?
No! No! No!
Next stop
125th Street!

“On the Subway”by Abiodun Oyewole and The Last Poets. From the album,“The Last Poets,”available on Fuel 2000
Records. Copyright 1970 Douglas Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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Workshop Session 8 Reading List
Inada, Lawson Fusao. Legends From Camp: Poems. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press; St. Paul, MN: Available through
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution, 1992. ISBN 1566890047
___________. Drawing the Line: Poems. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1997. ISBN 1566890608
Oyewole, Abiodun, et al. The Last Poets. NY: Douglas Recording Co. (available on Fuel 2000 Records), 1970. ISBN
030206122626
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